PART B: EXERCISES & ACTIVITIES  

	Exercise 1  |  True or False? Identify the Phraseological Unit

	Read each sentence. Decide whether the underlined expression is used idiomatically (I) or literally (L). Write I or L in the blank.

1. He decided to break the ice at the conference by telling a funny story.  _____
2. She used a hammer to break the ice into smaller pieces.  _____
3. The company is burning its bridges by cancelling all contracts.  _____
4. The soldiers had to burn the bridge to prevent enemy crossing.  _____
5. Don't worry — he's just pulling your leg about the promotion.  _____
6. The child was pulling her leg to help her get up from the floor.  _____




	Exercise 2  |  Classify the Phraseological Unit

	Classify each expression using Vinogradov's system. Write: F = Fusion | U = Unity | C = Collocation. Give a brief reason for your choice.

	Expression
	Type (F/U/C)
	Reason / Justification

	to kick the bucket
	
	

	to make a mistake
	
	

	to beat around the bush
	
	

	to spill the beans
	
	

	to take a risk
	
	

	once in a blue moon
	
	

	a dark horse
	
	

	to pay attention
	
	






	Exercise 4  |  Gap-Fill: Idioms in Context

	Fill in the blanks using the idioms in the box below. Use each idiom ONCE only. You may need to change verb forms.

	Idiom Box:
bite the bullet  |  hit the nail on the head  |  burn the midnight oil  |  a blessing in disguise
the tip of the iceberg  |  let the cat out of the bag  |  cost an arm and a leg  |  break a leg



1. She accidentally _________________________ when she mentioned the surprise party.
2. Getting fired turned out to be _________________________; he later found his dream job.
3. The corruption scandal we know about is just _________________________; there is much more to uncover.
4. You really _________________________ with that comment — that's exactly the problem we've been ignoring.
5. _________________________ before your performance tonight — I know you'll do brilliantly!
6. The renovation _________________________ but the result was absolutely worth it.
7. She _________________________ for weeks to finish her thesis before the deadline.
8. There's no easy way out — we'll just have to _________________________ and deal with the consequences.



	Exercise 7  |  Error Correction: Fix the Idiom

	Each sentence contains an INCORRECT version of a well-known idiom — one word has been changed. Find the mistake, write the correct idiom, and explain the actual meaning.

1. "Don't count your hens before they hatch."  (hens → ?)
Correction: ______________________________   Meaning: ______________________________
2. "Every dog has its time."  (dog → ?)
Correction: ______________________________   Meaning: ______________________________
3. "Kill two birds with one rock."  (rock → ?)
Correction: ______________________________   Meaning: ______________________________
4. "Let sleeping cats lie."  (cats → ?)
Correction: ______________________________   Meaning: ______________________________
5. "Don't cry over spilled milk."  (Correct! Can you explain why?)
Correction: ______________________________   Meaning: ______________________________
6. "Barking up the wrong tree."  (Correct! Can you explain why?)
Correction: ______________________________   Meaning: ______________________________



